War monument to be dedicated Frlday

Tule Lake camp was
site of internment of
Japanese-Americans
during World War i

By LEE JUILLERAT
H&N Regional Editor

'TULELAKE — Dedication ceremo-
nies for the Tule Lake Unit of the
new World War II Valor in the Pacific
Natlonal Monument, timed to coin-
cide with the Tule Lake Pilgrimage,
will have different meanings to dif-
ferent people. :

Ceremonies are planned for 10
a.m. Friday outside the stockade, the

51 Ehe prison at the former Tule Lake
etention-Segregation Center duri
WWIIL o
More than 18,000 Japanese-Ameri-
cans were held at the camp near pres-
ent-day Newell. The camp became

notorious when it was converted from

a detention camp to a segregation cen-
ter in 1943. Of the 10 U.S. camps, Tule
Lake was one of the largest and open
the longest.

“The acknowledgement of the gov-
ernment of Tule Lake has done a
lot for the older, former Tule-ans,”
believes Hiroshi Shimizu, a pilgrim-
age leader who lived at Tule Lake
as a young boy with his family. “It
give the incarcerates more confidence
about coming back and not hiding
their status as Tule Lake people.”

See MONUMENT, page A7
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Dave Kruse, Lava Beds National Monument super-
f_mtehc_ient stands outside the former Tule Lake Seg-
regation Center prison, where Friday’s dedication
ceremonies for the Tule Lake Unit of the World War li

building that served as a prison with-
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Valor in the Pacific National Monument will be held.

Nearly 400 people are planning to attend the pilgrimage

Most of the Japanese-
Americans sent to Tule
Lake when it became
a segregation center
refused to sign a contro-
versial loyalty oath.

For many years, those
held at Tule Lake, which
had barbed wire fences
and armed guards post-
ed in towers, were lowly
regarded by other Japa-
nese-Americans.

 People set to arrive

Shimizu said nearly
400 people are attending
the pilgrimage, which
begins this afternoon
when buses arrive from
Seattle, San Jose, San
Francisco, Berkeley and
Sacramento.

Of the 400, more
than 100 are 80 years
old or older, 1ncluding
many formerly incar-
cerated at Tule Lake.
During the pilgrimage
— which will have most
of its programs at Ore-
gon Institute of Technol-

‘The site itself is not that attractive,
but there are some very interesting

stories to be told.’

— Dave Kruse, Lava Beds
National Monument superintendent

ogy — oral interviews
are planned with older
attendees, especially

" those who were held at

Tule Lake.

The former Tule
Lake Detention Cen-
ter and Camp Tule-
lake, which served as a
Civilian Conservation
Corps camp, Japanese-
American confinement
site and prisoner of war

" camp, are among nine

areas included with the
WWII Valor in the Pacif-
jc National Monument.
The Tule Lake unit is
managed cooperatively by
the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service and National
Park Service. Other park

units are around Pearl
Harbor and the Aleutian
Islands of Atka, Attus
and Kiska in Alaska.
“We're just get-
ting started on setting
up the new park,” said
Dave Kruse, Lava Beds
National Monument

superintendent who is

working with Ron Cole,
manager of the Klamath
Basin National Wildlife
Refuges.

“It certainly may be
commemorating one
of the uglier events in
American history. The
site itself is not that
attractive, but there are
some very interesting
stories to be told.”
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